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Access to medicines worldwide
A universal human right

Everyone has the right to equal opportunities for good health and equal access to healthcare and 

medicines. However, the current system is increasingly leading to unequal access to affordable medicines.

• More than two billion people worldwide have no access to the medicines they need.

• About 100 million people fall into poverty every year due to costs for medicines (WHO estimate).



Access to medicines worldwide
A universal human right

The Economist, May 2019:

“It has taken [such] rich-world dramas to force the unaffordability of 

medicines to the top of the global health agenda, even though poorer 

countries have complained about it for decades.” 



Current flaws in the system

1. Pharmaceutical companies are not transparent about the prices and costs of 

medicines

2. Pharmaceutical companies creatively use existing regulations

3. The development of medicines is partly financed with public money, without 

conditions regarding price or accessibility

4. In the international market, governments have insufficient control over the 

pricing of medicines

that need to be addressed



What needs to change?

1. Transparency about the costs of R&D and prices of medicines.

2. Healthy competition. Prevent monopolies and abuse

3. Condition public financing

4. More cooperation between countries

to realise access and affordability of medicines



Current flaws in the system & What needs to change?
to realise access and affordability of medicines



Examples of our work
Knowledge building and sharing



Examples of our work
Networks in NL and EU



Wemos in panel discussion at European Patients’ Rights Day in 
the European Parliament  (February 2019) 

Debate ‘Farma’s other Futures’ with Dutch health insurers’ 
representative René van Duuren (May 2019, Rode Hoed) 

Examples of our work

Political and public debates



Examples of our work
Lobby & advocacy



Examples of our work
Media & communication

Wemos in De Volkskrant, 10 May 2019 Wemos in De Telegraaf, 8 August 2019

Wemos in ‘EenVandaag’, 1 July and 3 September 2019

Wemos in ‘Kassa’, 2 November 2019



Recent work on COVID-19
Promoting non-exclusive licensing in Covid-19 technology pool
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What can insurers do?
NL and global
In the Netherlands
Insurers are major clients (purchasers) of pharmaceutical companies. As 
such they can play an important role in the accountability of these 
companies.

• Court case Menzis against AstraZeneca

• Public return on public investment

• Support compulsory licensing

• Support pharmaceutical compounding

At global level 

Insurers are investors in pharmaceutical companies. They can: 

• Stimulate solidarity

• Promote non-exclusive licensing

• Use their power as shareholders (and payers)



Questions?

Ella.weggen@wemos.nl

Follow us: 

www.twitter.com/wemos

www.facebook.com/wemosnl

www.linkedin.com/company/wemos
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